March 8 - 16, 2008 - Jamaica
The greatest challenge we faced on this March trip to Jamaica was the last minute cancellation of some Doctors that were scheduled to go on this trip.  We were down to just having 2 Doctors with 7 students, 3 Nurses that had to service 2 main areas in Jamaica. As usual, God intervened and we were able to recruit more than enough replacements in time.  In fact, it ended up being the largest group that CAMEO has ever taken on a trip with a total of 40 volunteers.

Our sister team, Health and Education Relief for Guyana (HERG), had planned their first March trip to Guyana; however, due to unrest in the country, they had to cancel their trip.  Therefore their Doctors, Nurse Practitioners and 12 students joined our existing group and went to Jamaica. Although it was a rush to get documents through at the last minute, the teams worked out well. Our sincere thanks goes to the Ministry of Health for their cooperation with this.

The CAMEO team consisted of Dr. Collie Oudkirk (New York), Nurse Practitioner, Jackie Goldstone (New York), Drs. Wayne Sampson, Jennifer Peckoo and David Keen, Medical Director, CAMEO (Florida), Drs. Michelle Wan and John O'Brien (Orlando General Hospital), Dr. Karen Cooper (Ohio), Elizabeth Greaves, Jennifer McDowell, Yvonne Keen and Yvonne Fraser (nurses from Florida)  and 29 pre-med students from the International Medical Outreach (IMO),  AED  and MAP, undergraduate organizations from Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida.

In the Vere, Clarendon area we ended up having 4 Doctors, a Nurse Practitioner, 12 students and 3 nurses.  We were able to set up 2 clinics daily for 4 days and saw a total of 777 patients.  We serviced Mitchell Town, Portland Cottage, Rocky Point, Rocky Settlement and Longwood. In Longwood, there was no clinic structure so we had to set up the clinics in churches and schools.

In Buff Bay, we had initial concerns with the last minute increase in the number of volunteers making room to accommodate the new team in Vere.  The large number had initially posed housing challenges; however, the hospital ward was able to be used to house the volunteers instead of our usual housing and proved very adequate.  We had a total of 21 team members made up of 3 doctors, one nurse and 17 students. Clinics were held in Fruitfulvale, Chepstowe, Cascade, Orange Bay, Salvation Army Church, The Infirmary and The Golden Agers.  A total of 560 patients were seen. 
The chief complaints from patients from both areas were increased levels of Blood Pressure and Diabetes and the main reasons for this were due to lack of access to health care and no money to buy their medications as well as eating the wrong kinds of foods. 

The teams rounded-up their trip on Friday, spending it at the beautiful all-inclusive Sunset Beach Resort in Montego Bay. The experience was wonderful.

                                                                                                                                                             







